Recommended Resources for Studying the Bible 


One does not need to acquire a major, seminary-level library to begin in-depth Bible study. 
Below are some recommended resources (most are generally affordable and not overly academic) 
one can use to begin solidly studying the Bible. 


Bible 


I recommend one first-of-all acquires a literal, word-for-word translation of the Bible based on 
formal equivalence. I personally use the King James Version in my Bible study. 


Daily Bible Reading Plan 
Butler, John G. Daily Bible Reading: Synopsis. Vol. 1. Clinton, IA: LBC Publications, 2003. 


Butler’s first volume in the Daily Bible Reading series provides an excellent overview of the 
entire Bible with concise yet practical outlines of the Bible. It also includes an excellent daily 
Bible reading plan in order to read through the Bible in a year. 


Study Bible 


Thompson, Frank Charles. Thompson Chain Reference Bible. Indianapolis, IN: B. B. Kirkbride 
Bible Co., 1997. 


This is the personal study Bible I carry with me to church and use as my primary study Bible. 
What I love about the Thompson Chain Reference Bible is that instead of the Bible including 
study notes that act as a “mini commentary” (typical of most study Bibles), the Thompson 
includes a list of topics in the margin that allows one to travel through the Scriptures concerning 
biblical topics and allows Scripture to properly interpret Scripture. The wealth of additional 
charts and materials in the back of the Bible will provide one with a solid set of tools for Bible 
study. If I were on a deserted island or if my computer crashed and I could not access my Bible 
software, my Thompson would be the one study Bible I would want with me, as it would allow 
me to still mine the riches of the Word of God using nothing else but the Bible and Dr. 
Thompson’s additional materials. 


Bible Commentary: One Volume 
MacArthur, John. The MacArthur Bible Commentary. Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson, 2010. 


John MacArthur’s single-volume Bible commentary is one of the finest commentaries for those 
needing a one-volume overview of the entire Bible. It is similar in notes to The MacArthur Study 
Bible but a little more in-depth, plus keeping the notes separate from one’s study Bible allows 
one to first engage with Scripture then turn to MacArthur for commentary notes. MacArthur’s 
wisdom in this commentary is golden. 


Bible Commentary: Series on the Entire Bible 
Butler, John G. Analytical Bible Expositor. Clinton, IA: LBC Publications, 2008. 


John G. Butler’s Analytical Bible Expositor is the finest commentary series on the entire Bible 
for those needing a non-technical, doctrinally-solid commentary. It is the first commentary I 
always turn to in my Bible study and is an absolute gem of wisdom. Butler’s clarity of exposition 
on the entire Bible is the best for those needing an approachable commentary on the entire Bible. 


Bible Dictionary 
I recommend either: 


Youngblood, Ronald F., F. F. Bruce, and R. K. Harrison, Thomas Nelson Publishers, eds. 
Nelson’s New Illustrated Bible Dictionary. Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson, Inc., 1995. 


Or: 


Brand, Chad, Charles Draper, Archie England, Steve Bond, E. Ray Clendenen, Trent C. Butler, 
and Bill Latta, eds. Holman Illustrated Bible Dictionary. Nashville, TN: Holman Bible 
Publishers, 2003. 


Nelson’s is one of my favorite dictionaries to recommend for those beginning in-depth Bible 
study. The articles are clear and understandable and not overly technical, yet there is a wealth of 
biblical information available. The illustrations also hold the interest of those studying the Bible 
and shed additional insights on biblical subjects. Holman’s is slightly more academic and a little 
more up-to-date and is also an excellent dictionary as well. There might even be a newer edition 
on the market than the edition I mentioned here (I have the edition mentioned above). 


Topical Bible 

MacArthur, John. The MacArthur Topical Bible. Nashville, TN: Word Publishing, 1999. 

A topical Bible is a list of biblical topics, as well as their corresponding Scriptures. MacArthur’s 
has proven to be one of my favorites when I need an in-depth listing of verses on just about any 


major biblical topic. It was heavily useful in the names of Jesus Christ listing in our discussion on 
the doctrine of Jesus Christ. This is a super-valuable addition to one’s library. 


Cross References 


Smith, Jerome H. The New Treasury of Scripture Knowledge: The Most Complete Listing of 
Cross References Available Anywhere- Every Verse, Every Theme, Every Important Word. 
Nashville TN: Thomas Nelson, 1992. 


A cross-references book is a book that contains a listing of the difference places in which 
Scripture interprets Scripture and is more in-depth that the typical column of cross-references 
one finds in a typical printed Bible. I recommend the New Treasury over the older version as it 
contains a larger collection of Scripture passages, as well as the overall organization is easier to 
understand and use. 


Bible Software (for Searching the Bible) 

Logos Bible Software (http://logos.com) 

Accordance Bible Software (http://accordancebible.com) 
WORDsearch Bible Software (http://wordsearchbible.com) 


I recommend using Bible software to search the Bible versus a printed concordance of the Bible 
(such as Strong’s) as Bible Software can search the Bible dramatically faster and with more 
precision than a traditional printed concordance. The three major Bible software programs I use 
in my own personal Bible study are Logos Bible Software, Accordance Bible Software, and 
WORDsearch Bible Software. Each offers a free basic/lite version of their software that includes 
a Bible search function, as well as a handful of free resources for studying the Bible. Each also 
function across all major computer and mobile platforms, allowing one to study the Bible 
anytime, anywhere. 


New Testament Introduction (Advanced) 


Kostenberger, Andreas J., L. Scott Kellum, and Charles L Quarles. The Cradle, the Cross, and 
the Crown. Nashville: B&H, 2016. 


This introduction and overview of the New Testament is a little on the advanced and academic 
level, but it has proven to be an immensely beneficial resource in helping me better understand 
the background of the New Testament and all the books which comprise the New Testament. For 
those ready to take their understanding of the New Testament to another level, I highly 
recommend this book. 


Theology and Doctrine 


Enns, Paul. The Moody Handbook of Theology. Edited by Jim Vincent and Allan Sholes. Revised 
and Expanded. Chicago, IL: Moody Publishers, 2014. 


Ryrie, Charles Caldwell. Basic Theology: A Popular Systematic Guide to Understanding Biblical 
Truth. Chicago, IL: Moody Press, 1999. 


I recommend both the revised edition of Moody Handbook, as well as Ryrie’s classic doctrinal 
work, Basic Theology, for those wishing to better overview theology and doctrine, especially 
after finishing this series on Bible doctrines. The Moody Handbook will present a solid overview 
of both Systematic Theology, as well as other areas of theology in general, and Ryrie’s Basic 
Theology presents a very clear and understandable overview of Bible doctrines and Systematic 
Theology. I used both of these heavily during the preparation of this series on Bible doctrines. 


Bible Interpretation 


Zuck, Roy B. Basic Bible Interpretation: A Practical Guide to Discovering Biblical Truth. 
Edited by Craig Bubeck Sr. Colorado Springs, CO: David C. Cook, 1991. 


Learning how to properly interpret the Bible is crucial in understanding what the Word of God 
says and what it means so one can be accurate in applying the Bible to one’s own life. Zuck’s 
book in Basic Bible Interpretation provides a solid and understandable overview on how to 
rightly handle and interpret the Word of God as well as the major pitfalls to avoid in Bible 
interpretation. 


Expository Preaching 


Woods, Michael D. Transformational Preaching: A Guide to Developing and Delivering 
Expository Sermons. Cumming, GA: Heartworks Publications, 2009. 


For pastors wishing to sharpen their expository preaching skills, look no further than Dr. Woods’ 
masterpiece on Transformational Preaching. This book is simple to understand yet immensely 
practical. It transformed my life and made me a better communicator of the Word of God, and it 
will do the same for any pastor wishing to better communicate the truth of God to the people of 
God. 


